Identifying and evaluating wound infection.
Wound infection is a serious problem in the home care patient. Early detection of infection, prompt treatment, and continuous surveillance are pivotal to elimination of the infection and prevention of complications. This article addresses identification of wound infection in postsurgical and chronic wounds based on data obtained from the patient's history, physical examination, and diagnostic tests. Appreciating the overt and subtle signs and symptoms of wound infection and acting on them is critical to timely diagnosis and treatment.